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Chaplain’s Corner
Hello from Chaplains Corner as we prepare for 
Christmas with our Advent events. This term the 
Faith in Action team have been very busy organising 
charity events in school. Heartfelt thanks for all 
donations for the harvest Foodbank event, items 
will go to families in our town who need a little help 
over Christmas. For Children in Need the team 
sold “Pudsey Puds” at break and lunch and raised 
nearly £50 for young people across the country.

The F.I.A. team also came together to organise a 
Reverse Advent Calendar is a really simple idea 
and a great way to thank the nurses, doctors, 
police, ambulance and fire fighters who deserve 
to be shown how much we appreciate them at 
Christmas.

Alongside opening your traditional Advent 
calendars, we asked that, in forms, students put 
aside a box and on each day of Advent pop a coin 
in the box. Money given will buy a chocolate orange 
that will be presented to our emergency services. 
The response was terrific and many thanks to 
parents and carers who also supported the appeal.

F.I.A. have also been invited to the Christmas party 
at our local care home. Students will sing carols and 
help serve food for the residents. The older people 
really enjoy our student visits and often reminisce 
about their own school days long ago. We will be 
returning the favour too, when residents will visit us 
in school for a Christmas afternoon tea party.

Wishing everyone a happy and peaceful Christmas 

Mrs Thompson, School Chaplain

Attendance is one of the biggest contributors to student achievement. Here 
at St Augustines we expect our children to achieve a 97% attendance 
target in line with school policy. The reason behind this is that attendance is 
directly linked to student’s attainment and outcomes, therefore it is vital that 
your child is present in school. The table below highlights the impact poor 
attendance has on child’s attainment.

Attendance
97%+ 

95-97%
92-95
<92

Average Points
40.34
34.39
38.14
31.56

Average Grade
C
D 
D 
E

Attendance

Congratulations to the 142 students 
that have 100% attendance this year 
so far and the 293 students who have 
achieved over 97%. Thank you, as 
parents and carers, for your support 
in helping the students achieve 
this. Furthermore congratulations 
to Kim Taylor Morgan, Rheanon 
Shaw, Connor Fairclough, Kayleigh 
Wharton and Jackson Atherton who 
all won between £5-£15 in the 100% 
weekly attendance draw. Keep your 
eyes open for further incentives and 
rewards linked to attendance in the 
New Year.

Front cover photo: Gold medal winning Yeliz, Year 9.



Special thanks to the Cafod pupils 
including Cadence Hatton, Libby 
Harrington, Chloe Kane, Chantelle Swift 
and Carolina Antunes who have helped 
create items for sale at the Christmas 
Fayre. Thanks also to the friends they 
brought along – too many to mention! 
We made Cafod Candy Cane Creatures, 
Cafod Cookies and thanks to Mrs Hatton 
for supplying some pretty Christmas 
tree decorations to sell. Thanks for your 
support in buying these items. 

We have been saving Cafod Coppers 
this term and will be choosing items from 
the Cafod World Gifts catalogue to help 
others less fortunate than ourselves in 
the third world. As always Cafod pupils 
are proving themselves to be very 
generous and kind hearted.

I am busy organising the 2017 Year 11 
Prom and the Year 11’s took a vote on 
two local venues. The majority voted for 
The Wicked Stadium for a sit-down meal. 
More details and invitations to follow in 
the New Year.

May I take this opportunity to wish all 
our pupils and carers a happy, joyful 
and stress-free Christmas and best 
wishes for the New Year.

Mrs Kenyon, House Manager
Miss Burns, Progress Leader

CAFOD
HOUSE NEWS

Congratulations to our new team of 
House Captains. This year the role of 
House Captain goes to Vicky Rigby & 
Lauren Thomas. The team is doing a 
brilliant job carrying out their duties and 
they are serving as excellent role models 
to the other House members. Thank you 
also to all Cafod prefects for the efficient 
way they do their duties on a daily basis.

September saw us welcome in our new 
Year 7 pupils who very quickly settled in 
to life at St Augustine’s, due in part to the 
three days ‘settling in’ they had in July. 
Many of them have joined extra-curricular 
groups including Netball, Football, Choir 
and the Wellbeing Group.

Form of the Month has continued this year, 
with particular emphasis on attendance 
and punctuality. The winning form for the 
first half term was Mr Murphy’s form but 
other tutor groups are coming very close 
to taking the trophy from him this term. 
At the time of writing this article three 
forms were in contention for 
winning the trophy – Mr Murphy, 
Mrs Long and Miss Donnelly. 
We will celebrate their success 
and other achievements for 
the term during our Christmas 
Celebration Assembly where 
prizes for excellent attendance, 
behaviour and contribution to 
the school’s mission statement 
were awarded to a number 
of pupils. Their names will 
be announced in the next 
newsletter.



There is now a new structure to the SVP 
pastoral team which includes a House 
Manager and Pastoral Leader. The new 
House Manager is Mrs V Ledger and the 
new Progress Leader is Miss A Evans. We 
want to give a warm welcome to our year 7 
students, who have settled in very quickly, 
and to their parents, carers and guardians 
a special welcome. We look forward to 
working with you.

It is very important that we highlight that 
regular and punctual school attendance 
is a vital part of giving your child the 

best possible start in life. Talking to your 
child and the school could help solve any 
problems you may have in getting your 
child to go to school and we as the SVP 
pastoral team are here to offer support if 
you are experiencing problems with your 
child’s attendance. 

As the Christmas season approaches so 
do the school celebration events. House 
Celebration Assembly will take place 
week commencing 11th December with 
Christmas liturgies on the last week of 
term.

We would like to thank the following 
students: Head Boy, McKenzie France and 
House Captains, Eleanor Vose and Adam 
Lo.

Also, a big thank you to our Form Tutors: 
Miss Dumbervand, Mrs Prescott, Mrs 
Williams, Mr Hannan, Miss Kinsella, Miss 
Rostron, Miss Coffey, Miss Tabner and Mrs 
Reynolds.

May we take this opportunity to wish 
you, your family and friends a happy and 
peaceful Christmas.

It has been a busy term for Nugent House 
Student. The new Year 7’s are settling in 
well and are now managing to find their way 
around school. They are enjoying joining 
in with after school clubs and activities, 
and some are helping to create items for 
sale at the Christmas Craft Fayre. Money 
raised will be sent to the Nugent Charity.

At the other end of the scale, Nugent 
Year 11’s are working hard studying for 
their forthcoming GCSE Examinations. 
They are in the middle of Mock GCSE 
Examinations - and will use the results of 

these to help plan their own Revision and learning sessions. Nugent Prefects 
and House Captains are taking part in duty rotas and helping to keep the 
school a calm environment over lunchtimes.

Our Rewards Assembly will be taking place on 11th December – where we 
will be rewarding students who go the extra mile in Nugent House. Students 
who have gained the most stamps will be rewarded as part of our Positive 
Discipline Policy. Our top scorers have also been invited to a day out at.

We will also be drawing a raffle to reward those who have 100% attendance 
at the end of this first term of which there are 64 Nugent students, with a 
further 69 students having attendance of 95% and above.

Over the weeks since the start of term we have been holding a weekly 
attendance draw with a focus on having 100% on a weekly basis – giving 
everyone the chance to win, even if they have had to be absent previously. 
We are making Attendance our priority this year, and are proud to report that 
Nugent is currently top House for overall Attendance.

Our first Inter form competition took place in October – with the outright 
winners being Mr Hughes Form, who won hands down having the highest 
attendance and highest number of positive points. The form are now the 
proud holders of our much coveted “Nugent Trophy”. 

On behalf of the Nugent Team: Mrs Radforth, Mr Littler, Mr Hughes, Mr 
Jackson, Mr Eckersley, Mr Ainsworth, Mr Headley, Mr McConnell, Mr Ford 
and ourselves, we wish you all a happy, safe and blessed holiday.

Mrs Johnson, Pastoral Manager & Mr Holdsworth, Progress Leader

NUGENT
HOUSE NEWS

SVP
HOUSE NEWS



On 17th October, students in years 9, 10 
and 11 enjoyed a full day of interesting 
and informative sessions focusing on 
the themes of Health and Wellbeing for 
year 9 and Careers for year 10 and 11.

Year 9 students learned about the 
dangers of drugs, alcohol and smoking, 
they created self-portraits exploring 
self-esteem and experienced the ‘5 
Ways to Wellbeing’ through a trail 
around the school grounds.

Year 10 and 11 students learned about 
the variety of careers in the fields of 
Engineering and advertising and the 
post 16 pathways to these careers. 
They researched careers they are 
interested in and attended a fantastic 
Careers Fair in our sports hall, which 
was organised by Mr Eckersley and 
Career Connect and involved over 20 
organisations.

The session showed me a different 
side of engineering and how fun it 
can be.
Codie-Lea Swaine, year 10 

PSHCE 
Day It has been a busy start to the year for 

KS4 and careers; Year 11 have had form 
time assembly’s from Colleges such 
as Carmel, Winstanley, Cronton and 
Cowley, delivering information about 
the courses they have available and 
what grades they need to get in. These 
assemblies have been the jump start 
needed for the year 11 students to begin 
researching into and applying for where 
they would like to go.

On top of this students have also been 
asked to attend numerous open evenings 
provided by the colleges to get a feel for 
the place and experience what life would 
be like post 16.

From September and running through 
into the spring term, Year 11 students 
are having Careers meetings with our 
two Careers Advisors. During these 
meetings students discuss their options 
for careers, colleges and training 
available to them so that they can make 
an informed choice towards the end of 
year 11. 

A Careers fair was also held in school 
for both Year 10 and 11 students during 
the first PSHE drop down day. Again 
pupils were encouraged to ask as 
many questions as possible and find 
out information about specific areas of 
study or career paths they would like to 
succeed in. This was attended by many 

colleges, 6th forms and Universities but 
also companies such as United Utilities, 
Royal Navy, NHS, Army and the STEM 
groups.

It’s not all about Colleges... A-levels are 
not the only way to develop your career 
path. This year has seen a boom in 
Apprenticeships, almost every week new 
apprenticeships have become available 
to apply for; from Degree Apprenticeships 
in Accountancy and Law to Engineering 
and Manufacturing. There are many 
options available for students to train on 
the job whilst earning a wage.

Remember all information on Colleges, 
open evenings, Career paths and 
Apprenticeships are available on the 
CEIAG notice board.



On 9th October, students in year 10 
visited Eccleston Library to watch a 
performance by the award winning 
theatre company 20 Stories High. The 
performance, entitled Headz, was 
a collection of contemporary urban 
monologues exploring the themes 
of drugs, dating and homelessness. 
The stories were very powerful, direct 
and enlightening and a question and 
answer session at the end gave our 
students the opportunity to really 
engage with the actors.

“Very realistic but funny, relatable and clever” 
Shannon Cathcart

“Very moving, eye-opening, emotional, inspiring and funny” 
Liam McDermott



I enjoyed summer school very much 
because I made new friends and I loved 
the Samba drums and the treasure hunt.

Storm Owen

In the summer holidays, 
we invited a small group of 
students to attend three days of 
fun activities at school to help 
them to feel confident about 
joining the school in September. 
The students had a wonderful 
time making friends, creating 
artwork and sculptures, learning 
about Samba drumming and 
completing the annual summer 
school treasure hunt.



From the 14th July to the 17th, 5 teachers 
and 39 students went on an exciting trip 
to the centre of Barcelona. They stayed in 
a youth hostel with comfortable beds and 
excellent food. There was 4 main activities 
such as La Sagrada Familia church, la 
boquería market, Port Aventura theme park 
and la playa (the beach!) but my favourite 
activity was port Aventura. My favourite 
memory was when Mr. Ledger was showing 
off his water aerobics skills. It was a great 
trip with loads of fun activities and memories 
along the way, it was one of the best 
holidays ever. It was a fun experience with 
friends and thanks to Miss Donnelly and 
Miss Burns for organising the amazing trip.

Ellie Harris and Lily Slater Y9



Yaba Badoe Visits St Augustine’s
On Thursday 12 October we were 
lucky enough to be visited by author 
Yaba Badoe. She spoke to Year 7 
and Year 8 students about writing 
and where her ideas come from. 
She’s written three books including “A 
Jigsaw of Fire and Stars” which is her 
latest work for children. She talked 
about the process of writing books 
and answered questions asked by the 
students, including how long it took to 
write a book. As she’s a documentary 
film maker by profession Yaba writes 
in her spare time, so they usually 
take at least a year! Everyone had a 
good afternoon and got lots of ideas 
they can use. Thanks to Kathryn 
Boothroyd from St Helens Schools’ 
Library Service for arranging the 
event and to Mrs Stirrup for leading it.

Year 7 Welcome Mass

St Augustine’s Remembers

On Friday the 10th of November the 
school held a remembrance service 
led by Miss Grimes and Mrs Lamb to 
commemorate the lives of all soldiers 
who had fought in wars to protect our 
country.

During our history lessons we wrote the 
names of soldiers from St Helens who had 
died in the First World War on poppies. 
The poppies were then placed on a cross 
which was displayed in assembly.
On the day of the service the students 
carried the cross in silence and it became 
a centre piece for the service. The poem 
“We Shall Remember Them” was read 
and the names of the soldiers from St 
Helens who had died in World War One. 
The last post was played and two minutes 
silence was observed.

Miss Grimes said that all the students 
who took part in the service were a credit 
to the school and she was proud of us all.
Mackenzie France



G a m e s

c l u b

TUESDAYS
14:45 – 15:30
ALL YEARS 
WELCOME

ROOM 

33

Games club has returned! After a one year 
absence, games club returned in September 
(on a Tuesday after school). With connect 
4 and chess, amongst others, on offer, 
why not pit your wits against the best the 
school has to offer. November saw our first 
connect 4 tournament, with 8 competitors, 
and Games Club host William Appleton 
emerged the victor (Mr Littler was on hand to 
referee). There will be another tournament 
in the Spring Term – you can sign up with 
William, Deacon Brookes, or Mr Littler. If 
tournaments aren’t your thing, why not join 
us anyway for a game or two after school 
in a relaxed, safe (and warm!) environment!

Wellbeing 
Group

Join Now!
Every Wednesday

Room 8

The ‘Wellbeing Group’ runs every 
Wednesday after school and is aimed at 
bringing together a wide range of pupils to 
engage in activities that ultimately result 
in enhancing their wellbeing. Each term 
we will aim at earning a badge under each 
of the 5 WellBeing Categories – Connect, 
Take Notice, Be Active, Keep Learning, 
Be Creative & Play. If you would like to join 
us next term we meet every Wednesday 
in Room 8 after school.

Here is what one of our members says 
about the group:

I have enjoyed going to the Wellbeing 
Group because I love doing art. So far, 
I have enjoyed making snow globes 
because you had to make sure everyone 
had the same amount of glitter and 
washing up liquid.

In the Wellbeing Group we do other stuff 
than art. We will all do some baking 

and make cookies or biscuits.

The teachers help you if you 
need help. The staff are Mrs 

Kenyon and Mrs Thompson. 
They are super nice and 
they sometimes let you 
have hot chocolate or 
you sometimes have 
juice. We are also going 
to have a movie night 
and we get to bring in our 

own films and we will vote 
on which one to watch.

Cadence Hatton



Christmas Fair 
and Bingo
There’ll be more news about our 
exciting Christmas Fair and Bingo 
event in the next newsletters but for 
now a huge thank you to our sponsors 
and prize giving businesses – Costa, 
B&Q, McDonalds, Cineworld, The 
Glass House, Pandora, Air Factory.

St. Augustine’s is proud to be 
beginning our Artsmark journey, 
looking at ways to use the Arts to 
address key areas of our school 
improvement plan. We will be asking 
for your thoughts on our current Arts 
provision and recommendations for 
future opportunities. We will then be 
developing some exciting projects 
for students, staff and parents to 
get involved in. Look out for more 
information soon.

We are delighted to announce that a new fantastic opportunity 
is now available to St Augustine’s students aspiring to make a 
difference. 

Going for gold in our Artsmark journey means we need 10 
motivated pupils with enthusiasm and a keen interest in the Arts, 
be it theatre, music, design, dance… the list is extensive. The 
role is diverse and will include leading meetings, generating and 
sharing ideas to support the running of events and fund raising 
– all towards promotion and development of the Arts within the 
school. 

THE FUTURE OF OUR ARTS COULd BE iN YOUR HANdS! 

Speak to Mrs Smith for more details and to have your say in 
what comes next – how about a film workshop? You can make it 
happen.

Campus Visit
A group of 31 Year 9 students 
visited the campus at the 
University of Liverpool on 12th 
December. The day included 
a tour of the campus, the 
chance to take part in some 
taster subject sessions such as 
robotics and media, met current 
undergraduate students and had 
the opportunity to ask questions 
about university courses and life 
as a student. 

Taster Lessons
Students in Year 9, have received 
master and taster sessions in: 
psychology, French, Linguistics, 
Business and Medicine. In the 
New Year, Years 9 and 10 will 
have additional sessions in 
Ancient History, Bio-Chemistry 
and Media.

Y9 Book Club 
A group of students have been 
working with student advocates 
from the University of Liverpool and 
reading a text called The Circle by 
Dave Eggers.



Music
News

Hi, it’s Mrs Lamb here!
In case you haven’t met 

me yet i am the new music 
teacher. it has been an exciting 
Autumn term and i am really 
looking forward to working with 
the amazing up and coming 

musicians here at school.

Instrumental Lessons We can provide tuition on 
the following instruments; Piano/ Keyboard, 
Electric and Bass Guitar, Drums, Flute, 
Saxophone and Clarinet, Voice, Violin and 
any brass instrument. If you wish to start 
learning to play an instrument please see 
Mrs Lamb for a letter. 

Samba band is on Friday after school from 2.35 
- 3.15pm in the school hall, Instrumental Band 

is on Wednesday till 3.30pm in the music room, 
and Choir is on Tuesday and Thursday after school till 

3.30pm.

If you want to join any of the groups above, new members are 
always welcome. Just turn up and give it a go or see Mrs Lamb in 
the music room at lunch time. Look forward to seeing you there!

Well done to Freya Maudsley who passed 
her Rock School Grade 1 Ukulele exam in 
November

The Choir and Samba band performed 
at the Year 11 presentation evening. The 
Samba band opened with a performance 
full of precision, with exciting energy filled 
rhythms ringing round the school hall. The 
Choir sang ‘As long as I have music’ to close the 
evening accompanied by Shaun on the drums. They 
received lots of praise for their beautifully sung harmonies 
and smart appearance’ Well done! I am very proud of you all.

Well Done to Shaun, Nathan and Rebecca for their excellent drumming 
skills at the Remembrance service. Janet Kilmurray, Soprano cornet, 
from Trinity Girls brass band who came to play ‘The Last Post’ at the 
service was very impressed with your talent and said ‘What wonderful 
young people you were’. Thank you for being such great ambassadors 
for the school and role models for the younger pupils.



On the 8th October 2017 the 
GCSE music class went to 

watch a performance of the 
ballet, Sleeping Beauty at the 

Theatre Royal in St. Helens. The 
performance was given by the Vienna 

Festival Ballet company. The purpose of 
the visit was to gain an insight in to large orchestral to 
compliment there GCSE course.

The plot was about Princess Aurora being cursed at 
her christening by the wicked fairy Carabosse. The 
curse was that one day the Princess would prick her 
finger and die. On her 16th Birthday she pricks her 
finger and the Lilac Fairy places the whole palace in to 
a deep sleep. One hundred years later a Prince arrives 
at the palace in search of the beautiful princess shown 
to him in a vision by the Lilac Fairy. The prince awakens 
Princess Aurora with a kiss and the spell is broken. 
They all live happily ever after.

I enjoyed the performance especially 
the part played by the Prince ‘Dean 
Rushton’. He danced in time with 
elegance and his outfit was beautiful!
Hannah Maudsley

I learnt that even if you play a minor part you have to do it to 
the best of your ability and stay in character or the viewer will 
notice’. It was good to see that even professional dancers can 
get it wrong sometimes and this has given me more confidence 
for when I perform
Amy McManus

I enjoyed everthing! I found the costumes the best! 
The ballerinas (males and females) must put in a lot 
of effort and pain to stay on their toes for so long.
Kelsey Sharrock

I thought it was a wonderful experience. 
I enjoyed that there where comedic 
elements to the dances like the 
appearance of Puss in Boots in the final 
celebration scene
Eva Jones



On 17th November, a group of 12 volunteers from Barclays Technology 
Centre in Knutsford, supported some of our Year 10 and 11 students to 
regenerate some the tired and drab outside spaces around school. Students 
were consulted about how they would like the areas to be improved and 
overwhelmingly it was decided that there was not enough seating areas for 
relaxing at break and lunch times. Much of the work focused on painting, 
planting and weeding of the courtyard by the Art class rooms. Many benches 
and picnic tables were relocated in order to make the most of the space 
available. We hope to launch phase 2 of the Barclays regeneration project 
next spring and will focus on creating a vegetable garden outside the food 
technology class rooms. 

Well done and a big thank you to all the students and Barclays volunteers 
for giving up their time, energy and hard graft for the benefit of everyone in 
our school community. 

Mrs Graney

Barclays Bank 
regeneration project

We are delighted to 
have supported the 
pupils and teachers 
of St Augustine’s 
of Canterbury and 

would like to thank everyone who 
helped us to make this happen. 
Alongside our Shared Growth 
Ambition, Barclays has a fantastic 
Colleague Community Programme 
that encourages employees to get 
involved in the causes we care 
about. It’s about giving back our 
skills, time and energy to support our 
local communities – 
so we’re thrilled to 
have taken part. 

Roger Graney,
Barclays



As a school, we are determined to raise the aspirations 
of all of our students and one strategy to support this 
aim was for St Augustine’s to sign up for the Shaping 
Futures programme. Shaping Futures is funded by 
the Higher Education Funding Council for England 
(HEFCE) though the Merseyside Collaborative 
Outreach Programme and aims to increase the 
number of young people across Merseyside attending 
university. Whilst we recognise that Higher Education 
is not suitable for all students, Shaping Futures will 
give students in Years 9 and above, the opportunity 
to reflect on what pathways will be available to them 
when they leave us and to aim high in whatever they 
choose to do.

Since we started towards the end of the Summer Term, 
groups of different students have taken part in a number 
of events already including: Big Bang Science, a Year 
9 Book Club, University Taster Sessions, a campus 
visit, an NHS Day, visit to a science fair, a session on 
how to revise and a session on PSHE Day looking at 
Higher Education itself. In the New Year, more events 
are planned including: a Chemistry Programme, 
Building Bridges based on engineering, more taster 
lessons and a Cultural Programme exploring careers 
in the creative and visual arts.

These are exciting opportunities for our students and I 
do urge as many as possible to take part.

Creative and Cultural Skills 
Programme by Shaping Futures
On the 7th December we went on a trip to Liverpool museum to learn 
more about businesses in the creative industries. Multiple students were 
interviewed and these interviews were later compiled into a short film. We 
were taught about careers in the creative industries and how creative arts are 
important to help us establish a sense of uniqueness. Further events will take 
place in February where we will visit Knowsley Safari Park and develop our 
communication skills by working together and caring for the animals.

Tyler Bednarczyk, Y9 



On 28th November, 29 year 9 students went to 
an event coordinated by All About STEM at 

the Titanic Hotel in Liverpool. The event 
brought together a range of exhibitors 

and hundreds of students from 
across Merseyside for a 
free event, showcasing 
the healthcare sector 
and all of the exciting 
opportunities available 
within it. The show 
floor was packed with 

exhibitors with interactive 
hands-on activities. There 

were opportunities to try on 
gowns and decontamination 

suits, learn life-saving 
techniques, examine 

x-rays and even 
deliver babies! Students 

experimented with medical 
equipment, took fitness tests, 
created dental impressions, 
played giant Operation and 
much, much 
more.

Health Skills show

‘I enjoyed the trip because it was 
interesting. There was loads of 
information that helped me to decide 
what I would like to do when I am older. 
We had a chance to give CPR and 
learned about how our bodies respond 
to shocks’. 

Yeliz Kabakoltuk.



On the 13th of September, we celebrated 
Roald Dahl day in our English lessons. We 
started by completing a quiz to see how many 
Roald Dahl characters we already knew. 
Then, we looked at all of the words Dahl had 
created himself and invented some of our own 
adjectives. Finally, we created our recipe for 
a marvellous medicine using onomatopoeia, 
rhyming couplets, repetition and alliteration. 
We really enjoyed having the chance to use 
our imagination to create our own medicines. 
According to the activities, Reece was most 
like Charlie from Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory and Lewis was most like Billy from 
Billy and the Minipins. We are looking forward 
to seeing how we might celebrate the day 
again in Year 8.

Reece Roberts and Lewis Joyce, Year 7

We were very excited to bring Ellie-
Leigh Dixon and Chelsea Hughes to 
St Helen’s College to compete as local 
finalists in the Springboard Local Chef 
competition.  This is the second year we 
took part in the competition as a school.  
The girls represented St Augustine’s 
with pride, making a 2 course meal for 
2 people each and judged by 3 very 
well-known chefs.  Chelsea made a 
fish dish, served with potatoes and a 
dessert of Chocolate Orange Cheese-
Cake while Ellie-Leigh went for a 
twist on Mexican tacos, making Fish 
Nachos and Winter Spice Crumble for 
dessert.  The girls were confident with 
all their skills and used the commercial 
kitchen like professionals.  They really 
enjoyed the challenging 
experience, even 
though they 
admitted 
it was 

Springboard 
Competition

challenging.  Both girls told me that they 
were glad they did it afterwards though 
and the challenge had been worth it 
for the achievement We didn’t win this 
year but we were highly commended 
by the judges, who spoke about our 
flavours in particular!  Well done once 
again to Ellie-Leigh and Chelsea – the 
whole school are very proud of what you 
achieved and how well you represented 
us!  

Miss Burns



This term saw the exciting launch of 
our year 7 dance club by Head Girl 
Charlotte Lea, and Niamh Foster-
Hewitt. They are delighted to have 
been met with such enthusiasm 
and dedication from the troop, 
which is now 12 strong. They are 
working hard after school to prepare 
and rehearse their routine for our 
upcoming Christmas Concert, 
and are thoroughly enjoying the 
sessions. An admirable first for many 
of the girls involved, they are having 
great fun learning the choreography 
amongst new friends. Charlotte has 
taken to her new role brilliantly and 
has proved herself a strong and 
determined leader. We can’t wait for 
the final performance!

“I was pleased how many students had turned up and 
with the improvements they have made, I think the 
my own confidence as a leader and the confidence of 
the girls has greatly improved and I looking forward to 
seeing how the final performance turns out”
Charlotte Lea

“It’s been really hard but fun at 

the same time, everyone has 

tried their hardest. We all get 

along well together” 

Lucy Payne

“We can’t wait for the performance and for our friends and family to watch us”
Chantelle Melling

“I think that it’s a great club to 
join and we would welcome 
new friends into our dance 
family” 
Zuzanna Solarek



Student 
L e a d e r s h i p 

Team 

This term, Anna Wareing, Bethany 
Letts and Maisie Garry presented to the 
Senior Leadership Team the outcomes 
of the student exchange workshop and 
ideas our school could use and benefit 
from. The girls proposed for Prefects 
to only cover duties at lunch time and 
for mentors from year 10 to work with 
students in lower years. It was daunting 
experience for the girls as, not only, were 
all the senior teachers at the meeting but 
Governor’s too. The girls presented really 
well and their ideas were all agreed. Well 
Done Girls.

Afternoon Tea 
with the Mayor
Emily Mower, Deacon Brooks and 
Rheannon Shaw had the honour, this 
term, of having Afternoon Tea with 
the Mayor in the Mayor’s Parlour at 
the Town Hall. After some delicious 
sandwiches and cakes and lots of 
discussion, the students were given 
a tour around the building and it’s 
history. The students had a fantastic 
time and can’t wait to visit again.

Prefects
A massive thank you to all the year 
10 students who volunteered to be 
temporary prefects whilst year 11 
sat their PPEs. I look forward to your 
applications next term.

Mrs Mcdonnell

Primary Debate Success
Congratulations to Emily Mower and 
Rebecca Newman who were chosen, 
from all secondary schools within the 
borough, and chaired this year’s Primary 
Schools’ Debate. This was due to their 
commitment at Youth Council meetings 
as well as putting themselves forward for 
Youth Members of Parliament.

The day involved working alongside 
the Mayor and various councillors 
from St. Helens and it was their 
responsibility to ensure the two debates 
ran smoothly.  Both girls thoroughly 
enjoyed their role and it was an excellent 
opportunity for them to be involved in 
students’ thoughts on how St. Helens can 
be improved for children.

Mission Christmas
As for last year, St. Augustine’s 
volunteered to be a drop off point for 
Radio City’s Mission Christmas appeal. 
The appeal aims to give as many 
children, who are living in poverty within 
the local area, a toy/gift to open on 
Christmas Day.  In 2016 with Mission 
Christmas raised over £1.1 million in gifts 
and cash and made Christmas special 
for over 30,900 local children and we 
contributed 5 bin bags full of gifts. This 
year we aimed to beat this. Look out in 
the next issue for how well we did. 

Student
voice New Student 

Council Members
Congratulation to Jann Mariano, 
James Rowson, Adrean Sangalang 
and Ciaran Hill who have been 
selected to represent year 7 on the 
Student Council.



Login using the following details
School id:  AC3499
Username: Surname & first Initial
Password: Surname & first initial

quiz

There has been a great response to the 
bigger, better Weekly Maths Challenges 
this year – with over a thousand entries 
this term alone! Competition for the sought 
after trophy for the top completing form 
has been fierce – the trophy, along with 
certificates for each house’s top form, and 
some chocolate themed prizes are due to 
be presented in end of term assemblies. 
Keep getting those challenges in to Mr 
Littler to help your form and earn stamps!!

Weekly Maths 
Challenge WEDNESDAYS

14:45 – 15:30
YEARS 7-10 WELCOME

HOMEWORK 
& REVISION CLUB

ROOM 

33



To complement the Moodle VLE, we 
have also introduced this year the 
Edulink One App. This is designed 
for mobile devices but can also be 
viewed through a laptop/PC. 

The App will allow parents/carers 
and students to view attendance, 
timetables, homework (set within 
Moodle) external exam information, 
catering and assessment 
information all in one place. 

The Edulink One App uses the 
same username and password as 
Moodle and can be downloaded 
from:

The app will need an initial "School 
ID" which in our case is: staugustine 

E-Safety 
With Christmas approaching, we ask 
that parents/carers talk to youngsters 
about how to stay safe online. We 
are sure that many families will be 
buying digital presents this year 
but with criminals, extremists and 
abusers exploiting social media to 
reach directly into the bedrooms 
and minds of our young people, 
we urge you to make our children 
aware of the possible dangers and 
encourage them to talk about any 
concerns. This is not to scare young 
people but an attempt to make them 
understand the vulnerabilities that 
exist and to know what to do if they 
are concerned or if things go wrong. 

Our advice at St Augustine’s is to 
follow the SMART rules which can 
be found in student planners.

Some useful websites for staying 
safe online are:

www.ceop.police.uk

www.thinkuknow.co.uk

www.childnet.com

www.safetynetkids.org.uk

D i g i t a l 
Champions
Our new Digital Champions Group 
started this term looking at our whole 
school plan for ICT, new technologies 
and digital resources including ‘Makey 
Makey’, VR using Google Expeditions 
and robotics. The new group have 
large shoes to fill after the success of 
our Yr11 students which culminated in 
the O2 Digital Champions Award for 
the North West back in July!

Parent/Carer 
Learning Events 
This first term has seen a number of 
events organised for parents/carers to 
help them support our young people 
in their learning. To date, events have 
included: Year 7 – Supporting Learning 
in Secondary School and How to 
Support Literacy and Numeracy; 
Year 10 Supporting GCSE English 
Literature and Year 11 Supporting 
GCSE English Language. 

In the remaining two terms of this 
academic year, events will focus on: 
Year 11 - Supporting GCSE Maths 
and Science; Year 10 – Preparing for 
the Revised GCSE Exams; All - Using 
the Internet Safely; All – Relationships 
and Sex Education; Year 8 – Starting 
GCSE and Year 9 – Being Ready for 
GCSE.

We do urge parents/carers to consider 
attending such events as they will give 
you a further insight into educational 
changes and developments as well 
as ideas on how to support sons and 
daughters both inside and outside of 
school.

Year 7 and other new parents to St 
Augustine’s should now have received 
their Moodle VLE usernames and 
passwords. 

Moodle is an online learning resource 
available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year 
and we do urge parents/carers to have 
a look at what is on offer in the Parents’ 
section. In My Children, you can view 
information about attendance, timetable 
and reports while in Parent Zone there are 
a range of resources including internet 
safety, revision strategies, GCSEPod, 
New Technologies, supporting literacy 
and numeracy and thinking about 
university with Shaping Futures. Why not 
take a look?

Social Media
Don’t forget that St Augustine’s has a 
social media presence on Facebook 
and Twitter. Follow the links on our 
school website to find out more.

Virtual Learning Environment

Edulink 
One App

https://www.ceop.police.uk/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
http://www.childnet.com
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/edulink-one/id1188809029?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/edulink-one/id1188809029?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.overnetdata.edulinkone&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.overnetdata.edulinkone&hl=en


The first boys Inter house competition 
kicked off on Tuesday 5th December. 
After weeks of very well attended 
lunch time clubs it was time for the 
skills to be shown off for their houses. 
However this competition was as 
one sided as a Wigan Warriors v St 
Helens rugby game. Cafod dominated 
the tournament from start to finish and 
were unstoppable. Cafod house won 
all their group games to progress to the 
final against Nugent. However like the 
earlier fixtures Cafod strolled to a 10-3 
victory and a huge congratulations 
to all students who participated but 
especially to MVP – Liam Cabiles. 

The winning Cafod team (pictured) 
Adrean Sangalang, Oliver Corkish, 
Declan Jacques, Liam Cabiles and 
Josh Kelsey.

While we were all resting during the 
summer holidays, one of our year 10 
students Joseph Woods was training 
twice daily in preparation for the Thai 
Boxing World Championships held in 
Lamageo Portugal this August. 

Joseph said, “the training was really 
tough, I started the day with a run at 
8:30 followed by training in the gym 
at 12:00 focusing on bag and pad 
work then, at 7:00 it was strength 
conditioning and weights training”. 

After taking up the sport 11 years ago, 
Joseph has already had a fantastic 
career, taking home the title of British 
Champion not once, but twice. This 
year however, he reached new heights 
– his opponent David Sousa, aged 17, 
representing Portugal, did not stand 
in his way as he claimed the WUFC 
World Junior Heavyweight title by a 
unanimous decision. 

Joseph exclaimed he “always believed 
he could win but was relieved when it 
was finally over”. Joseph celebrated 
his incredible achievement in Portugal 
with his Dad, his coach and friend 
Paddy Maher. We are all extremely 
proud, well done Joseph.

Thursday 7th November saw the 
Y10 Basketball team travel to Carmel 
College to play in the annual St Helens 
schools tournament. After what can 
only be described as a shaky start 
going down to Haydock in the first 
game the team rallied to progress 
from the group stages. In the semi-
finals the boys faced the tournament 
favourites in DLS but out muscled 
them to earn a place in the final against 
that Haydock side from the group 
stages. The final was a completely 
different story with St Augustines 
comprehensively defeating Haydock 
10-2 to become St Helens champions. 
It was an excellent performance from 
the team; Joe Woods, Paddy Maher, 
Callum McGuirk, Matthew Bacon, 
Luke Hemmings and Max Dutton with 
Paddy Maher probably scoring the 
greatest basket schools basketball 
has ever witnessed.

St. Augustines has a World Champion!

Gym Club
Due to popular demand, 
Gym club will be starting on 
Tuesdays next term after 
school. Anyone is welcome 
to attend.

Y10 Basketball 
Champions

Y7 Inter House 
Basketball



Gold 
Galore!

NUGENT TAKE 
HOUSE TITLE!
Well done to the Nugent team who took 
on the two mighty SVP teams, another 
Nugent team and a Cafod team to win 
the overall INTER HOUSE NETBALL 
competition. Over 40 students took 
part over the two week competition. 
Well done girls.

This term 11 of our year 10 sports 
leaders were selected to help run the 
KS1 Boccia Event held at Lansbury 
Bridge. They were involved in 
timing, demonstrating, results and 
organising the children. All the girls 
were praised for their enthusiasm 
and how they engaged with the year 
1 & 2 students.

Congratulations to Yeliz, yr 9, who 
has recently started competing for 
St. Helens Town Swimming Club. In 
her first two competitions she has 
won four gold medals. Looks like St. 
Augustine’s could have a swimming 
star of the future.

Leaders’ 
Success

NETBALL 
NUMBERS MULTIPLY
With so many girls interested in playing 
netball, the PE department have had 
to put two practices on, one for year 
7 and other for years, 8, 9, 10 and 11. 
Year 10 and 11 girls even came back 
to coach the younger students. 

One game saw 42 girls travel to play 
against St Cuthbert’s and Sutton. It 
was a fantastic sight to see so many 
girls playing netball. Mixed results, 
with some closely fought matches 
from year 7, 8 and 9, but the year 
10/11 team played some outstanding 
netball winning both of their games 
versus Sutton and St Cuthbert’s. 
Other fixtures versus Haydock and 
St Cuthbert’s at home, saw similar 
results, and similar numbers.

The highlights of the term so far 
have to be the Central Venue and St 
Helens Year 10/11 netball tournament 
with some outstanding performances, 
resulting in an amazing third place 
and a tightly fought game with a win 
against Rainhill. Well done to Saskia 
Fishwick, Olivia Cook, Megan Cook, 
Kyra Worrall, Jess Teevan, Libby 
Eden, Eleanor Vose, Ebony Jackson, 
and Maisie Garry. Your commitment 
and support is appreciated.

OLD GIRL 
RETURNS
Many thanks to Kirsty Langley, a 
former GCSE student and netballer 
from years gone by, who has been 
returning on a Wednesday night to 
help out. Kirsty is still playing after 
learning the ropes at St Augustine’s, 
and six weeks after having a baby! 
Maybe some of current students will 
still be playing in ten years time.

Well done to: 
Megan Cook, 
Jess Teevan, 
Olivia Cook, 
Alexandra Michalak,  
Heyel Demir, 
Lucy Garner, 
Abigail Roberts, 
Chelsea Hughes, 
Ellie Leigh Dixon, 
Lucy Conley and 
Carys Eccleston.
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