
 

 

 
Accessibility Plan 
 
Introduction 
This plan is drawn up in accordance with the planning duty in the Equality Act 2010.   
It draws on the guidance set out in “Accessible Schools: Planning to increase access 
to schools for disabled pupils”, issued by DfES in July 2002. 
 
Definition of Disability 
Disability is defined by the Equality Act 2010: 
 

“A person has a disability if he or she has a physical or mental impairment 
that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her ability to 
carry out normal day to day activities.” 
 

Key Objective 
To reduce and eliminate barriers to accessing the curriculum and to full participation 
in the school community for learners, and prospective learners, with a disability. 
 
Principles 

 Compliance with the Equality Act 2010 is consistent with the school’s aims 
and equal opportunities policy, and the operation of the school’s DSEN policy; 

 

 The school recognises its duty under the Equality Act 2010: 
a. not to discriminate against disabled learners in their admissions and 

exclusions, and provision of education and associated services 
b. not to treat disabled learners less favourably 
c. to take reasonable steps to avoid putting disabled learners at a 

substantial disadvantage 
d. to publish an Accessibility Plan. 

 
 The school recognises and values parents’ knowledge of their child’s disability 

and its effect on his/her ability to carry out normal activities, and respects the 
parents’ and child’s right to confidentiality; 

 
 The school provides all learners with a broad and balanced curriculum, 

differentiated and adjusted to meet the needs of individual learners and their 
preferred learning styles by: 

a. setting suitable learning challenges 
b. responding to learners’ diverse learning needs 
c. overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for 

individuals and groups of learners. 
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Activity 
This section outlines the main activities which the school undertakes, and is planning 
to undertake, to achieve the key objective (above). 
 
a) Access to the curriculum 
The school will continue to seek and follow the advice of LA services, such as 
specialist teacher advisers and DSEN inspectors/advisers, and of appropriate health 
professionals from the local NHS Trusts. 
 
b) Physical environment 
The school will take account of the needs of learners and visitors with physical 
difficulties and sensory impairments.  This will not only be considered for the current 
situation but also when planning and undertaking future improvements and 
refurbishments of the site and premises, such as improved access, lighting, acoustic 
treatment and colour schemes, and more accessible facilities and fittings. 
 
c) Provision of information 
The school will make itself aware of local services, including those provided through 
the LA, for providing information in alternative formats when required or requested. 
 
 
What the school has already achieved 
 
a) Access to the curriculum 
Learners with learning difficulties are supported in class by differentiated tasks and 
LSA support.  Teachers plan lessons with multi-sensory activities and active 
engagement strategies.  Teachers use baseline and ongoing assessment data to help 
plan appropriately.  Wave 3 Literacy and Numeracy interventions are in place in both 
the English and Maths departments as well as during form period.  A range of 
external agencies offers advice and support to school with regards to complex health 
needs.  Learners with SEMH are supported by the pastoral team and some spend 
dedicated time in the school’s Rainbow Centre, which focuses on Social, Emotional 
and Mental Health issues.  Access arrangements for external examinations are in 
place for those learners for whom this is identified as an additional support 
requirement. 
 
b) Physical environment 
The main entrance to the school has a wheelchair ramp for access to the school 
grounds.  Wheelchair ramps are located at entrances to the school building.  
Reasonable adjustments are in place for timetabling rooms to allow learner in 
wheelchairs or those with other mobility issues to access all their lessons on the 
ground floor.  There are two disabled toilets with shower facilities at both ends of the 
school.  Learners in wheelchairs or those with other significant mobility issues have 
1:1 LSAs who have access to keys to all gates around the perimeter of the building. 
The school has acted upon advice from the Sensory Support Service to improve the 
environment for learners with Visual Impairments.   
 
c) Provision of information 
Written information is delivered in varying font styles and sizes to suit individual 
needs.  Some learners with SpLD have coloured overlays to use on white 
backgrounds or worksheets are printed on coloured paper.  There are “talking books” 
on CDs in the Learning Resources Centre.  Some learners have access to a 1:1 LSA 



who reads large amounts of text for them and may scribe for them too.  The Sensory 
Support Service adapts written materials for the use of learners with visual 
impairments, as required. 
 
Linked Policies 
 
This Plan will contribute to the review and revision of the following related school 
policies: 

 school development plan 
 staff development plan 
 building and site development plan 
 DSEN policy 

 curriculum policies. 
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 Objective What How When Goal Achieved 

Short 

term 

1 To continue to 

promote access 

to the 

curriculum for 

all learners, 

making 

alternative 

arrangements 

where 

necessary to 

accommodate 

those with 

more complex 

needs. 

Continued 

implementation 

of the 

SENCOP. 

Liaison with 

SLT, LA 

Inclusion 

officers and 

parents. 

Ongoing All learners 

access lessons 

with 

differentiation 

for their 

ability leading 

to each 

individual 

learner 

achieving their 

full potential.  

 

Medium 

term 

2 Invest in 

alternative 

KS3 and KS4 

curriculum 

opportunities. 

Invest in a 

range of KS3 

and KS4 

curriculum 

opportunities 

for an 

increasingly 

complex cohort 

of DSEN 

learners. 

SENDCo to 

invest in KS3 

resources 

following 

discussions 

with SLT.   

SENDCo and 

SLT to agree 

an 

appropriately 

differentiated 

curriculums 

for those 

learners with 

most complex 

needs.  

SENDCo to 

work with SLT 

to confirm and 

implement 

Ongoing Learners with 

most complex 

needs are 

accessing an 

appropriately 

differentiated 

and adapted 

curriculum at 

KS3. 

An appropriate 

KS4 will be 

ready to offer 

to learners 

with the most 

complex needs 

(from 2018). 



alternative 

KS4 offer. 

Long 

term 

3 To implement 

alternative 

KS4 curriculum 

opportunities. 

Following 

discussions 

with SLT, 

implement 

alternative 

KS4 curriculum 

opportunities 

for learners 

with most 

complex needs. 

Agree 

implementation 

strategy with 

SLT, 

governors and 

partners.    

Ongoing Learners able 

to access 

alternative KS4 

curriculum 

opportunities 

to ensure they 

meet their full 

potential to 

ensure 

appropriate 

transition 

(from Sept 18) 

 

Reviewed on: August 2017 

Next Review date: July 2018 

 

Reviewed by: ....................................... (Signature)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Equality Impact Assessment  
 

Title of Policy, Decision, Practice or Programme: Accessibility Plan 
 
Department: Special Educational Needs 
 
Responsible Officer: JoAnne Skinner 
 
Date Completed: September 2017 
Date Review Required: July 2018 
 
1. Aims:  Please identify the main aims of the policy, decision or function? 
 

To reduce and eliminate barriers to access to the curriculum and 
to full participation in the school community for learners, and 
prospective learners, with a disability. 

 
2. Impact upon different sections of the School / Community / Staff 

Groups: It is essential that policies, decisions, practices and programmes 
advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations within the 
community, and do not leave the School vulnerable to discrimination claims.   

 
 

Equality 
Strand 

Issue 
How will this be taken 
into account? 

General 
Issues 

No issues  

Age No issues  

Disability – 
Including 
Carers 

No issues  

Sex 
(Gender) 

No issues  

Transgender No issues  

Race 
(Ethnicity) 

No issues  

Pregnancy 
and 
maternity 

No issues  

Religion or 
Belief 

No issues  

Sexual 
Orientation 

No issues  

Community 
Cohesion 

No issues  



 
 
 
3. Indirect discrimination 
 

Are there any rules or requirements in the policy / decision that: 
a Can be met by a considerably smaller proportion of people from a 

particular section of the community? 
b Is to the disadvantage of that group? 
c Cannot be justified by the aims and importance of the policy? 
 
If all three conditions apply then there may be evidence of indirect 
discrimination.   
 
No 
 
 

4. Publishing the results of the assessment: 
 
Decisions This Equality Impact Assessment Report must be used to inform 
the Decision.  Attach the Equality Impact Assessment Report as an appendix 
in the Decision documentation. 
 
Policy This Equality Impact Assessment Report must be used to inform Policy 
development.  Attach the Equality Impact Assessment Report as an appendix 
in the published Policy. 
 
Practices and Programmes The Equality Impact Assessment Report must 
be used to inform Practice and Programme development. Attach the Equality 
Impact Assessment Report as an appendix in the Practice or Programme 
documentation. 

 
 

 


