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How is our school Covid Safe? 

 

We will welcome a year group back each day, week beginning Monday 7th 

September. This will start with Year 7, to ensure a smooth transition to St 

Augustine. 

We have introduced a staggered start and end time to reduce pupil 

contact. 

There will be different entrance and exit points for year groups. 

There will be staggered break and lunch time to allow all pupils to access the 

canteen safely. 

We have introduced a one-way system in school and each year group has a 

designated area for break and lunch times. 

To reduce movement inside the building Year 10/11 will changeover lessons 

using the outside doors of classrooms. Year 7-9 will changeover inside the 

building. 

We have adapted classrooms where possible, to include rows of desks facing 

forward and a designated teacher zone 2 metres from the students. 

We have installed hand sanitiser dispensers in key locations across school. 

Antibacterial wipes, sanitiser and barrier spray are in each classroom and will 

be used throughout the day. 

We have an isolated Medical Room for students who are unwell or display 

symptoms of Coronavirus. 

There is an enhanced cleaning schedule in place and door handles, tables 

and equipment will be cleaned after use. 

Pedal bins are to be used in each room. Students will be reminded of the 

need to “Catch it, Bin it, Kill it”. 

There will be allocated toilets for each Year group that are cleaned regularly. 

Windows and doors will be open as often as possible.  

PE lessons will be outside weather permitting. 

At this time there is no expectation for pupils to wear a face mask in 

communal areas, however the pupils will require a mask when in The PE 

Changing Rooms. We will update Parents/Carers if government guidance 

changes. 

 



Beginning and end of the school day 

 

Year 7 will return to school on 7th September at 8.35am and make their way 

to the Main Hall. They will use the gates at the front of school. They will leave 

school at 2.50pm via the front of school. 

Year 8 will return to school on 8th September at 8.35am and make their way 

to the Main Hall. They will use the gates at the front of school. They will leave 

school at 2.50pm via the front of school. 

Year 11 will return to school on Wednesday 9th September at 8.35am and 

make their way to the Main Hall. They will use the gate at the rear of the 

school on the black path. They will leave school at 3pm using the gate at the 

rear of the school. 

Year 10 will return to school on Thursday 10th September at 8.35am and make 

their way to the Main Hall. They will use the gate at the rear of the school on 

the black path. They will leave school at 3pm using the gate at the rear of 

the school. 

Year 9 will return to school on Friday 11th September at 8.45am. They will use 

the gates at the front of school. They will leave school at 3pm via the front of 

school 

Once each Year group returns to school, they will continue to use the same 

entrance and exit until further notice 

At this time St Augustine will not be able to provide Breakfast club or any 

enrichment activities, however this will be regularly updated  

The school bus will continue to run as normal and students who use the bus 

will leave school at 2.50am via the front entrance.  

**Please note** Government guidance states that children over the age of 11 

must wear a face mask on public transport. 

The normal detention system will run at school with Parents contacted via the 

class teacher or text message/Edulink. This will be the same as last term and 

the detention will be the following day. This will be held in several locations for 

Year groups and social distancing will be adhered to. This will not impact on 

the majority of students at St Augustine’s who will go home after their Period 5 

lesson. However, it is important that students do not wait around school or at 

the gates for other pupils. 

Parents and guardians collecting students must adhere to social distancing 

regulations and must not stand close to the school gates, this will allow 

students and the general public to pass by safely. 



Attendance  

 

Attendance is mandatory at the start of the autumn term; this means that the 

usual rules on attendance apply from September. It is vital that students do 

not miss valuable time in school as this will impact not only on their education 

but on their mental health and wellbeing. There is a proven link between 

attendance and academic success, it is therefore essential that students 

attend every day. We will follow the Local Authority guidelines for students 

that do not attend school. 

If your child is classed as clinically vulnerable the Department for Education 

has stated that they should attend school in line with the guidance 

Parents must ensure that students do not come to school if they are 

displaying symptoms of coronavirus or have tested positive in the last 7 days. 

If any staff or student develops any symptoms during the day, they will be 

immediately sent home. They will be advised to follow the Stay at home 

guidance, this means they must self-isolate for 10 days and arrange to be 

tested. All members of the household must self-isolate for 14 days. 

If a student displays symptom of coronavirus they will be isolated immediately 

until collected by a Parent or Guardian. We ask that you inform school 

immediately of the test results. 

** please refer to the stay at home guidance for further details** 

stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed 

coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ 

PE lessons  

Pupils will access PE lessons as normal, this is vital to the health and wellbeing 

of children and well as part of the National Curriculum. Pupils will access PE 

outside, weather permitting. They will move inside if required in Year group 

bubbles. Students will change as normal but will be required to wear a mask 

in the changing rooms.  

Please ensure your child has a mask as well as a PE kit. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


PPE In school 

 

PPE will be used in school if students require first aid, are displaying symptoms 

of coronavirus or require intimate care. Although PPE is not compulsory at 

present, some of our staff may choose to wear PPE during lessons including 

teachers in practical subjects where social distancing may not be possible for 

health and safety reasons. Some staff may also choose to wear face 

coverings on corridors or in communal areas. Students may also choose to 

wear a face mask; this must be worn properly and not abused. A face mask 

is required when in the changing rooms in PE.  

 

What we expect from our Pupils 

 

Make sure you attend school everyday if you are fit and well. 

Respect the new rules and guidelines, this is for your own safety and the 

safety of our staff. 

Enter and leave the building at the correct time, using the right entrance and 

exit. 

Do not remain in or around school after you have been dismissed, go straight 

home. 

Make sure you remain in your designated area for break and lunch time, do 

not mix with any other Year group/Bubble. 

Ensure you are prepared for school, bring in a bag and your own equipment 

including your PE kit and mask, as we will be unable to provide equipment for 

all pupils. 

Make sure you are regularly washing your hands for at least 20 seconds. Use 

the hand sanitiser on entering and leaving each classroom. 

When packing away ensure you use the antibacterial wipes to clean down 

your area and make it Covid Safe for the next class. 

Make sure you use the correct toilets allocated to your Year group/Bubble. 

Ensure you wash your hands for 20 seconds after using the toilet. 

Ensure you socially distance from staff, respecting the 2-metre zone at the 

front of the classroom. 



Inform a member of staff if you feel unwell or are displaying symptoms 

of Coronavirus. 

Remain at home if you are displaying symptoms of coronavirus and follow 

stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed 

coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’  

Make sure you always behave in a safe manner in school. There is a zero 

tolerance on safety, you must not put yourself, other pupils or our staff at risk. 

 

 What you can do as a Parent/Guardian  

 

Ensure your child attends school everyday if fit and well. 

Ensure your child understands the rules and guidelines for keeping themselves 

and our staff safe whilst in school. 

Ensure you child has a bag, correct equipment including a PE Kit and mask. 

Ensure your child arrives to school at the correct time using the correct 

entrance. 

Ensure your child respects social distancing with staff and where possible 

does not mix with other Year group/Bubbles. 

Ensure that you inform school immediately if any member of your household 

has symptoms of Coronavirus. Please do not send your child to school if they 

have a high temperature or any symptoms of coronavirus. 

Ensure you follow the Stay at home guidance if any member of the 

household is displaying coronavirus symptoms. Please inform school of test 

results immediately.  

stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed 

coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


Our Staff will … 

 

Remain 2 metres apart from Students where possible. Utilising the designated 

teacher zone in each classroom. 

Ensure equipment is only used with one Year group/Bubble, unless sanitised 

between uses. 

Provide students with exercise books and equipment that is only shared in a 

Year group/Bubble. 

Provide home learning resources for students to catchup on lost learning or 

for students who are self-isolating. 

Provide a broad and balanced curriculum that is adapted to close the gaps 

in learning. 

Ensure they inform school immediately if any member of the household is 

displaying symptoms of coronavirus. Follow stay at home: guidance for 

households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ 

 

Continue to safeguard pupils using the up to date guidance.  Keeping 

children safe in education. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads

/attachment_data/file/892394/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2020.pd

f 

Provide feedback in different ways to the usual marking of books. Use of a 

visualizer to demonstrate common misconceptions and enable students to 

self-assess and mark their own work. Use low stakes testing and verbal class 

feedback as an alternative, this will provide live feedback which will be more 

meaningful in the current climate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/892394/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/892394/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/892394/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2020.pdf


How will schools/colleges manage confirmed cases 

of coronavirus (COVID-19)? 

Schools/colleges will take swift action when they become aware that 

someone who has attended has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19). 

The local Public Health England health protection team will be contacted. 

This team will also contact schools directly if they become aware that 

someone who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) attended the 

school – as identified by NHS Test and Trace. 

The health protection team will carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm 

who has been in close contact with the person during the period that they 

were infectious, and ensure they are asked to self-isolate. 

The health protection team will work with schools/colleges in this situation to 

guide them through the actions they need to take. Based on the advice from 

the health protection team, schools must send home those people who have 

been in close contact with the person who has tested positive, advising them 

to self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that 

person when they were infectious. 

Close contact means: 

 direct close contacts - face to face contact with an infected individual 

for any length of time, within 1 metre, including being coughed on, a 

face to face conversation, or unprotected physical contact (skin-to-

skin). 

 extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 minutes) 

with an infected individual. 

 travelling in a small vehicle, like a car, with an infected person. 

The health protection team will provide definitive advice on who must be 

sent home. 

Household members of those contacts who are sent home do not need to 

self-isolate themselves unless the child, young person or staff member who is 

self-isolating subsequently develops symptoms. 

If someone in a class or group that has been asked to self-isolate develops 

symptoms themselves within their 14-day isolation period they should follow 

‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed 

coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’. They should get a test, and: 

 If the test delivers a negative result, they must remain in isolation for the 

remainder of the 14-day isolation period. This is because they could still 

develop the coronavirus (COVID-19) within the remaining days. 

 If the test result is positive, they should inform their setting immediately, 

and should isolate for at least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms 

(which could mean the self-isolation ends before or after the original 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


14-day isolation period). Their household should self-isolate for at least 

14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms, 

following ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or 

confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’. 

 

St Helens Council have set up an informative website page with key 

information regarding students return to school. Please see the link below 

https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/coronavirus/schools-education-and-

childcare/back-to-school/ 
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