
Curriculum Implementation : ENGLISH 2019-2020 

Key Stage 2 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Students should be confident in reading a 
wide range of materials aloud with fluency, 
accuracy and pace. High frequency words 
should be pronounced effortlessly and stu-
dents demonstrate some independence in 
pronouncing unfamiliar vocabulary by draw-
ing upon suitable strategies. 

Students should be able to express familiar 
narratives. Reading should be frequent and 
take place both inside and outside of 
school. Students should be able to read for 
pleasure and be able to read in order to 
locate information. Silent reading should 
demonstrate a good understanding and 
inference and prediction of the meanings of 
unfamiliar words. 

Students should be able to record their 
ideas independently , quickly and with a 
general level of accuracy. Grammar and 
punctuation should be generally accurate 
and ambitious. Spelling of high frequency 
words  should be accurate and students 
should be able to apply spelling strategies in 
order to attempt to spell new words. Pur-
pose and audience should also be consid-
ered in writing. 

By the end of Year 6, students’ reading and 
writing should be sufficiently fluent and 
effortless for them to approach the de-
mands of the Year 7 curriculum. Students 
will continue to develop their vocabulary by 
approaching more subject-specific terms. 
Wider opportunities to manipulate sen-
tence structures and consider genre and 
style will also be offered at Key Stage 3. 
Students should also begin to consider 
more subtle nuances of vocabulary choices. 
and should start to make specific selections 
suitable to context. 

Catch-up strategies are offered to those 
whose decoding falls below age-related 
expectations. Interventions take place 
within and beyond the classroom.  

 

 

Assessment 

Summative: Two mini-assessments per 

half-term, marked by class teacher 

 

Formative: Literacy marking, Flash-

marking (peer/self/teacher), modelling. 

Term 1– Identity 

1A Reading– Oliver Twist   

Students explore how Dickens develops plot, 
creates character and delivers a message about 
society in the 19th century. 

1B Writing– Heroes & Villains 

Students use their knowledge of narrative con-
ventions and apply them to their own writing.  

Term 2– Law & Order 

2A Reading– Short stories detective genre 

Students analyse the structure of short stories 
and explore how writers create tension and  
suspense. 

B Literature– The Tempest Students are            
introduced to Shakespearean language and  
society. 

Term 3– The World at War 

3A Reading– Number the Stars 

Students read a whole novel and consider the historical 
context of WW2, the writer’s portrayal of war and the 
impact it has upon the reader. 

3B Writing– Transactional Writing and War Poetry           
Students will study a  wide range of literary and non-literary 
texts about war and evaluate writers’  viewpoints. Students 

will  write their own speech about a topical issue. 

Assessment 

Summative: Two mini-assessments per 

half-term, marked by class teacher 

 

Formative: Literacy marking, Flash-

marking (peer/self/teacher), modelling 

Term 1– Gothic & Ghouls  

1A Reading—Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde Students  

explore the conventions of gothic horror. 

1B Descriptive Writing-Setting 

Students  learn how to describe a gothic horror 

setting in close detail, incorporating symbolism 

and pathetic fallacy. 

Term 2–  Struggle and Survival 

2A Blood Brothers   

Students will consider how Russell uses his drama to 
explore the theme of class. Exploration of what life was 
like in 1980’s Liverpool for both rich and poor. 

2B Of Mice and Men 
Students will explore societal issues in OMAM e.g race, 

gender, disability. Close analysis of Steinbeck’s language. 

Term 3– Power & Politics 

3A Macbeth & Witchcraft 

Students will track themes and characters across the 
play.  They will consider the original context and the 
play’s relevance for modern day audiences.  

3B Writing – Modern day culture– articles 

Students will consider SMSC issues and write an 
article. 

Assessment 

Summative: Two mini-assessments per 

half-term, marked by class teacher 

 

Formative: Literacy marking, Flash-

marking (peer/self/teacher), modelling 

Term 1—Rights and Responsibilities 

1A An Inspector Calls  Students will consider the idea of 
writing as a tool for social change and will consider the 
importance of context. They will continue to consider 
class issues. (FAULT IN OUR STARS FROM SEPT 2020).  

1B Responding to non-fiction texts and transactional 

writing.  Students explore  and evaluate a range of texts that 

explore issues such as elitism, education, social reform and 

develop their own opinions and responses to them. 

Term 2–  Shakespeare & Society 

2A– Othello Students will  explore racism, love, conflict 
and marriage conventions and prepare some of the skills 
needed for Romeo and Juliet at GCSE. Introduction to 
literary criticism. 

2B– Poetry  Explore the techniques poets use to convey 
their ideas about  power and conflict in a range of po-
ems. Analyse language, structure and writers’ perspec-
tive. 

Term 3A - To Kill A Mockingbird/Lord of 

the Flies/Animal Farm Students will focus on ana-

lysing  key extracts and link other key moments and quotes 

in a novel.  The will study the context of 1914-1946 in close 

detail and continue to consider theory and literary criticism 

for GCSE. Students will complete a range of reading and 

writing tasks as an introduction to GCSE skills. 

3B Tell Me A Story -  Students get the opportunity to read, 

write and  develop their speaking and listening skills  using a 

range  of short stories as a stimulus. 

Assessment 

Summative: Two mini-assessments per 

half-term, marked by class teacher 

 

Formative: Literacy marking, Flash-

marking (peer/self/teacher), modelling 

Term 1– A Christmas Carol &             
Anthology Poetry    

1A A Christmas Carol Students will study the Victo-

rian novel in relation to social commentary, social 
change and will be challenged to apply psychoanalytic 
criticism. 

1B Anthology Poetry Students will explore the AQA 

GCSE anthology poetry. They will analyse the language, 
structure and poet’s perspective and draw comparisons 

Term 2– Romeo and Juliet &                              
Approaching an Unseen Poem  

2A Romeo and Juliet Students will analyse, track and 
explore key characters and themes  within the play. They will 
explore the factors that influenced Shakespeare’s writing 
using their prior knowledge of context. 

2B Unseen Poetry Students will focus on developing their 

reading and understanding of unseen poems. They will 

explore a range of poetry and construct written responses 

to it.  

Term 3– Language  Paper 1  & Paper 2  

Paper 1 Reading and Writing 

Students are guided through the elements of the 
exam and practise responding to extracts and 
questions 

Spoken Language and Paper 2 writing skills  

Students consider transactional writing formats and 

respond using to controversial issues. 

Assessment 

Summative: Two mini-assessments per 

half-term, marked by class teacher 

 

Formative: Literacy marking, Flash-

marking (peer/self/teacher), modelling 

Term 1—Stories Past and Present 

1A Romeo & Juliet revision  Tracking of key themes and 
characters across the whole play.  Development of essay 
skills and application of critical theory.  

Narrative/descriptive writing Students will consider a range 
of stimuli and craft their own narratives. 

1B A Christmas Carol revision Tracking of key themes, 
characters, ideas in ACC and application of critical theory. 

 Paper 1 Dystopian Fiction (Q1-4) Further consolidation of 
Paper 1 reading skills at band 3 and 4. Work on timings.  

Term 2–  Fact and Fiction 

2A An Inspector Calls  -  Review key themes, characters 

and writer’s style. Explore how to construct a response 
to a GCSE question.                                                                
Paper 2 skills Students will develop their ability to com-
pare in Q2 and Q4. Responses to transactional stimuli, 
based on current affairs.  

2B Poetry Comparison  Making links between poems 
and exploring the similarities and differences  between 
them. Practice exam questions. 

Term 3–   Rapid Revision 

Revision of all literature texts and all as-

pects of language depending on class and 

individual needs. Students will focus on 

areas flagged in PPEs.  Opportunities for 

students to practice responding under 

timed conditions. 

Cultural Exposure:  Speaker– childhood 

poverty in St Helens in the Victorian era. 

Cultural Exposure:  Remembrance Day 

Drama/Poetry performance 

Cultural Exposure: Remembrance Day/

Poetry Performance 

Cultural Exposure:  Trip to see ACC or 

theatre company to perform. 

Cultural Exposure:  Resident writer 

workshop with Emma Blemings 

Cultural Exposure:  Murder Mystery  

role-play/activity, National Poetry 

Day, World Book Day 

Cultural Exposure:  National Poetry Day, 

BBC School News Reporter– Media City, 

World Book Day 

Cultural Exposure:  National Poetry Day, 

BBC School News Reporter– Media City, 

World Book Day– Alan Gibbons MA BOYS 

Cultural Exposure: National Poetry Day 

World Book Day 

Cultural Exposure: National Poetry 

Day, World Book Day 

Cultural Exposure: VE Day Nursing Home-

War poetry and songs performance  

Liverpool Archdiocese Public speaking 

Cultural Exposure: Liverpool Archdiocese 

Public Speaking, London trip, Y6 Shake-

speare event 

Cultural Exposure: Liverpool Archdio-

cese Public Speaking, London trip 

Cultural Exposure: Trip to see AIC or 

theatre company visit 

Cultural Exposure: Revision residential 

 

SELF– SOCIETY– WORLD 


